COLUSA COUNTY GROUNDWATER COMMISSION

COUNTY OF COLUSA

CALIFORNIA

MINUTES

February 12, 2014
A meeting of the Colusa County Groundwater Commission was called to order at 1:00 p.m., February 12, 2014 at 100 Sunrise Blvd., C.I.P Conference Room, Colusa California by Vice Chair Jim Erdman.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

James R. Erdman






Mark Morris






Lorraine Marsh





Bruce Rolen

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:

Jeff Moresco
STAFF PRESENT:
Mary Fahey, Colusa Co Resource Conservation District   (subcontracted by Agricultural Commissioner) 
Lester Messina, Contract Employee

Joseph Damiano, Agricultural Commissioner






Mary Anne Azevedo, Assistant Agricultural Commissioner

Ben Reische, Agricultural Commissioner’s Office






Elvira Gutierrez, Colusa County Ag Dept. Office Assistant
OTHERS PRESENT:


Mike Rogan, City of Williams





C.W. White, City of Williams






Mike Azevedo, Colusa County Public Works





Denise Carter, Board of Supervisors






Greg Davis






John Dunham, Colusa Water District






Brian Pearson, Colusa Sun Herald





Lewis Bair, RD 108





Brian Taylor, Glenn County






Jesse Cain, City of Colusa Dept. of Public Works






Bill Ehorn, Department of Water Resources






Roy Hull, Department of Water Resources






Thad Bettner, GCID





Julie Smith, Wood Rodgers






Lee Emrick






Walt Seaver, Colusa Indian Community Council






Sandy Denn, GCID





Denise Carter, Colusa County Board of Supervisors






John Garner, Colusa Farm Bureau





Shelly Murphy, CCWD






Art DaRosa, City of Williams






Peter Bradford






Bob Musza, Colusa County






Doug McGeoghegan






Peggy Reedy, Arbuckle resident






Tom Charter, Arbuckle resident






Tom Charter Jr., Arbuckle resident






Kathy Yerxa, Colusa resident






Ben Carter, Colusa 







Daryl Brun 






Grant Davids, Davids Engineering






Sarah Reynolds, T&P Farms Arbuckle 





Don Bransford, Colusa


1. Call to order: 

a. Pledge of Allegiance

b. Introductions

c. ROLL CALL  Commissioners Erdman, Marsh, Morris and Rolen are present; Commissioner Moresco is absent
d. Acceptance of Agenda 
Motion made by Commissioner Rolen to accept the agenda
Seconded by Commissioner Morris 

Roll Call

Ayes: Commissioners Erdman, Marsh, Morris, Rolen
Noes: None

Absent: Commissioner Moresco

Motion passed

e. Approval of minutes from May 14th , 2013 meeting (note: A meeting was held June 13, 2013. There was not a quorum present, therefore, no action was taken.) 
Approval of minutes from May 14th. : There was a mention from commissioner Marsh that discussion of the Water Users Group outreach to the unorganized areas was not included in the minutes. There was a brief discussion and it was agreed that they were not included.  Commissioner Erdman recalls there was discussion on increasing outreach to the non-organized areas.  Questions were asked about the outreach. Ben Reische mentioned that they did not get a lot back from the mailings. 

Correction on minutes was noted regarding the outreach discussion. Motion made by Commissioner Morris to approve minutes with correction, seconded by Commissioner Marsh. 
Roll Call

Ayes: Commissioners Erdman, Marsh, Morris

Noes: None

Absent: Commissioner Moresco

Abstained: Commissioner Rolen

Motion passed

f. Comments by Commissioners 
Commissioner Marsh would like clarity on the outreach to the unorganized areas for the Water Users Group. Specifically wanted clarity on how the group was established. How was it advertised? 
Commissioner Morris asked how many permits for water wells were issued in the last 6 months. Mary Fahey mentioned that Environmental Health has those records. She will look into that and make a report at the next meeting.

Open to more comments from Commissioners, there were none. More public attendees entered the room and were asked to introduce themselves.
g. Period of public comment 

Commissioner Erdman opened the Period of Public Comment

Question from Peggy Reedy-Arbuckle Farmer. Curious about limitations on groundwater for domestic wells in Colusa County. She is worried they will not have enough for basic necessities. 

Commissioner Erdman replies: It’s one of the things we are trying to resolve. It will be a painful process. We are trying to alleviate that situation. Commissioner Erdman stated that there are no restrictions on groundwater usage in Colusa County. 
AGENDA ITEMS

a. Introduction of new Water Planning Team (Joe Damiano, Mary Fahey, Lester Messina)
Comments from Joe Damiano addressing the public. Appreciates everyone being here. We are charged with moving forward with groundwater management and setting goals with policies that will protect us in the future. It’s going to take input from everyone in the community for a long term, sustainable groundwater plan because it affects everyone from domestic wells to farming to selling water. Local control is important to our Board of Supervisors & citizens and this is a good opportunity to have local control and get correct policies in place. 
b. Appointment of Officers of the Commission for Term 2014-2015
Commissioner Morris made the motion to appoint Commissioner Erdman as chairman of the board. Motion seconded by Commissioners Marsh.
Roll Call

Ayes: Commissioners Erdman, Marsh, Morris, Rolen

Noes: None

Absent: Commissioner Moresco

Motion passed

Commissioner Morris moved to appoint Commissioner Marsh as Vice Chairman. Motion seconded by Commissioner Rolen.
Roll Call

Ayes: Commissioners Erdman, Marsh, Morris, Rolen

Noes: None

Absent: Commissioner Moresco

Motion passed

c. Presentation regarding land use changes and increased water use in Sacramento Valley, with a focus on Colusa County (Presentation by Grant Davids and Byron Clark, Davids Engineering)
Mr. Messina introduces Grant Davids of Davids Engineering. Mr. Davids begins presentation. Gives a brief background of the work they do. PowerPoint presentation given about indicators of changing land and water use in the Sacramento valley. Motivating factors are ongoing, rapid expanding and intensifying of irrigated agriculture in the Sacramento Valley. Declining groundwater levels in certain areas and emerging concerns over the effects of declining groundwater levels, especially on stream flow. Study objectives are to quantify irrigation expansion and intensification and express in terms of increased water consumption. 
Commissioner Erdman opened meeting to comments on the presentation. Since there were none, moved forward to next item on agenda.
d. Water Planning Team – short history of GMP adoption and implementation activities to date. 
Mr. Messina describes a brief history of how the planning team did in the past under different leadership. Currently the team has different members who are working on having regular meetings and moving forward on implementing the Groundwater Management Plan. Mr. Messina introduces the Ag Commissioner, Joe Damiano, as a member of the team as well as Mary Fahey. Mary Fahey explains the Groundwater Management Plan was adopted in 2008. At that time it was coordinated by the department of Planning and Building. In 2012 the responsibility shifted over to the Colusa County Ag Department. Groundwater Commission meetings were picked up at that point. Meetings were held March of 2012, August of 2012 and May of 2013. There was a GW Commission meeting in June of 2013, but no action was taken at that meeting because there was not a quorum present. Extra staff was not provided to the Ag Department to dedicate time to the GMP, so it was difficult to move the process along in a timely manner. The County has taken a new approach. Ms. Fahey, who works for the Colusa County Resource Conservation District, is being subcontracted by the Department of Agriculture to work 2 days a week to coordinate GMP implementation. She is being mentored by Mr. Messina who has extensive background in groundwater in our region. The Ag Department also has a contract with Wood Rogers for Technical Assistance. Moving forward we are going to set quarterly Commission meeting dates for the rest of the year, get the Water Users Group appointed by the Board of Supervisors, and get the Technical Support Team up and running. We will also be working to get water resources information up on the Colusa County website. Ms. Fahey puts up a Groundwater Implementation Plan on screen. Because of small text, it is difficult to see. Mr. Messina reads text out loud and describes where we are in the plan today based on how it was set up.

1. Attain funding to implement the plan. 

2. Revise groundwater ordinance. Mr. Messina explains this is a hard thing to do without community input. Therefore, that timeline has been shifted lower on the list and explains how that should be going based on his experience in the past. 
3. To execute this plan Mr. Messina explains that we need to implement an MOU with the water purveyors, also the Public Utility districts in the county to support the groundwater plan. 

4. Set up quarterly meeting dates
5. Set up the Technical Support Team. Mr. Damiano will appoint Ben Reische to represent the Ag Department. Other members of the TST are Roy Hull from DWR, Lester Messina, Mary Fahey and a representative from the Consultant firm, Wood Rogers.
6. Water Users Group – It is recommended in the GMP that this group be  compromised of 8 people, 2 from the TCCA area, 2 from the Sacramento River Settlement Area, 2 from the non-organized areas (private pumpers), and 2 from the Cities & PUDs. It was brought up that we may need more than eight people.  
7. Once the above items are in place then we can go back and look at a revised groundwater ordinance that would be acceptable to everyone. Even though it’s an administrative process that’s handled by the county, it is imperative that we have community input. The current groundwater ordinance was established in 1996. 

Once that is all in place then we can look at the other tasks set out for the Water Users Group and the GWC and Technical Team to develop a monitoring program for groundwater levels, quality, and land subsidence, improve the monitoring network, and develop an outreach program. The GMP will also be updated as needed, as it is a living document. 
e. Water Users Group- Revisit applications for Water Users Group. Consider recommendation of applicants to be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for appointment by end of February. Discuss additional outreach opportunities to solicit members. 

Commissioner Erdman makes a recommendation that the current Water Users Group applicants be brought to the County Board of Supervisors for appointment. Mr. Messina asks if there were applicants in the room. There were four. Mentions that the applicants that submitted should be sent to the board.  Mr. Messina goes back to what Commissioner Marsh had asked about the outreach, what has been done and what the process was. Commissioner Erdman asks Ms. Fahey for a list of applicants. Ms. Fahey explains there is a spreadsheet of their names and contact information in the meeting packet along with copies of the applications. Commissioner Erdman reads off applicants: TCCA Area: Dan Ruiz, Maxwell irrigation district; Tom Charter, T&P farms; Darrin Williams, Farmer. Non Organized Area: Pete Bradford; Richard Selover. Cities and PUDs: Greg White, City of Williams. Sacramento River Settlement Area: Sandy Denn, GCID; Doug McGeoghegan. Commissioner Erdman states that there were a couple of people who applied that were not on the application list. Ms. Fahey explains that Jeff Moresco is now a Commissioner and Dale Kleaver no longer works for the City of Colusa. Commissioner Erdman asks if we have representatives from other cities. Jesse Cain from the City of Colusa is present and will turn in an application. Ms. Fahey has contacted someone from Arbuckle and Maxwell PUDs and has not heard anything back. Commissioner Erdman mentions there will be another meeting next month where this can be discussed further. 
Commissioner Erdman discusses a motion to move the applications on to the Board of Supervisors for appointment to the Water Users Group. 
Motion made to approve slate of water users with the addition of Jesse Cain representing the City of Colusa. Amendment to that Motion is to make Darrin Williams an alternate to Tom Charter. Motion was made by Commissioner Rolen and seconded by Commissioner Marsh. 

Roll Call

Ayes: Commissioners Erdman, Marsh, Morris, Rolen

Noes: None

Absent: Commissioner Moresco

Motion passed

f. Technical Support Team; Discuss TST roles and responsibilities

Brief discussion on how there is a lot of work for the Technical Support Team to do. It is noted that anyone with questions can come to the team as needed. The GMP contains descriptions of the roles of the team and what they are should accomplish. Mr. Messina explains that the Support Team has not met as a team yet. They are in the process of setting up a schedule for the team to meet on a regular basis. 
Commissioner Erdman explains that the community is going to rely heavily on the Technical Support Team. Mr. Messina emphasizes that because Mary Fahey is the contact person for GMP implementation; she will be answering a lot of questions and will need support from the Commission and the Board of Supervisors to maintain her position. 

g. DWR Update (Roy Hull, Department of Water Resources, Northern District) 

Mr. Hull gave a Power Point Presentation on Groundwater Levels. Topics covered: Understanding groundwater level changes, technical discussion on groundwater monitoring grid for Colusa County, fall measurement maps in Colusa County, fall measurement statistics and hydrographs. 
h. MOU’s with water purveyors – Discussion on draft MOU and outreach to water purveyors

Mr. Messina mentions that Ms. Fahey included a copy of the MOU in the meeting packet for review and comment by the Commissioners.
He explains that if there are any questions or comments, they can be given to the team for review sooner than the next meeting. Commissioner Erdman suggested a draft of MOU be available to use by water purveyors and asks to get it out ASAP.  
i. Set quarterly Commission meeting dates

A discussion was held and it was decided that regular meeting dates will be the 2nd Thursday of each quarter starting in March. Next meeting will be March 13th at 1:30pm. Other meeting dates will be: June 26th at 1:30, Sept 11th, December 11th. If need be, there will be special meetings called in between. 
Notifications will be sent out to the public via email and posted in the paper. 
j. Set Water Users Group meeting dates

It was discussed that it was premature to set Water Users Group meetings. 

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Commissioner Morris and seconded by Commissioner Rolen to adjourn.

Roll Call

Ayes: Commissioners Erdman, Marsh, Morris, Rolen

Noes: None

Absent: Commissioner Moresco

Motion passed

Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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