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1. CALL TO ORDER

a. Pledge of Allegiance

b. Introductions

c. Roll Call

d. Acceptance of Agenda – Moved by Commissioner Marsh to accept agenda. Motion seconded by Commissioner Morris. All approved. Motion passed to accept agenda as presented.
e. Approval of Minutes from February 12, 2014 – Moved by Commissioner Morris to accept minutes from February 12th 2014 meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Marsh. All approved. Motion passed to accept minutes as presented. 
f. Comments by Commissioners – Being there were no comments commissioner Erdman moved on to next item on agenda. 
g. Period of Public Comment – 

· Sandy Denn mentioned that she was impressed by last meetings goals. 
· Denise Carter SWRCB is looking for things the state can do to help us with the groundwater. 
Any person wishing to address the Commission on any item not on today’s Agenda may do so at this time. The Commission will not be making a decision or determination on items brought up during Public Comment.

2. AGENDA ITEMS

a. Presentation - Water Law Basics, Kevin O’Brien, Downey Brand (45 mins)
· Kevin O’Brien gave a power point presentation on Groundwater law and hydrology. There was in depth information provided on the basics of groundwater hydrology concepts, well structures and hydraulics, Groundwater basins and overdraft, California Law of Groundwater Rights, Adjudications, Groundwater Management Alternatives, and CASGEM.
· Kim Vann entered conversation. Commissioner Erdman welcomed an open discussion with Ms. Vann since she was coming from a meeting with Regional Water Quality Control Board. Ms. Vann mentioned it was an open meeting. There are two dates she listed as the next meeting dates with the RWQCB, March 24th 2014 and April 16th 2014.  These are both open meetings. State water resources control board is going to take testimony on what their goal will be this year and some rewriting of some laws because they would like to take over administration of groundwater management.  There are twenty seven spot bills that have been introduced in the last two weeks. Those are bills that were placed inside other bills because they are trying to expedite them so they can be addressed quickly. All of these bills from the assembly and from the Senate address, who is managing groundwater in our counties. About 90% of them are changing from local control to the state.  The Brown Administration decided to convene a group of people to advise them on which piece of legislation they should go with or if they should write their own. Ms. Vann states she sits on the California State Association of Counties Board which got her invited as the former chair of the Ag committee on that group. She had been picked to be on their advisory team which is good for Colusa County. 

She mentions that the state is currently hearing from members of legislature who are in counties who do not have land subsidence and do not have management of groundwater currently. Which are extreme cases. They also need to hear from counties that are doing okay. 
All senate bills have removal of local control. The goal is to keep enough people on his advisory team to help force the local issue.
There is a group called the California Water Foundation which is  non-profit organization, that the governor’s office leans heavily on for information. Kim spoke with the chairmen, Lester Snow, of that organization after the meeting.  She would like to get our organizations in connection with them.  Ms. Vann states that the main list of things they were able to get discussed in the meeting was local control.  Groundwater is a local issue and needs to be managed by an agency or entity that is stationed here locally whether it’s our Groundwater Commission or a JPA of multiply counties. 
There was brief discussion on Ms. Vann’s suggestion for water rights to fall under the same type of rights as landowner rights. Being that there are local laws in place for landowners, we could use that same idea for groundwater issues. If it is a basin issue then it’s our responsibility to get with other counties to resolve those issues. Ms. Vann touched on her discussion in that meeting regarding litigations, DWR and the data we receive from them, Santa Maria Basin, and our Groundwater Commission structure here and how it’s actually working.  She will be going back to the next meeting on March 20th with the administration.  

b. Information on number of wells drilled in Colusa County – Suzie Dawley, Colusa County Environmental Health (10 mins)
· Suzie Dawley provided a handout spreadsheet of the total number of Well Permit Applications from 2009 through 2014. She was asked to return with an updated list containing wells that have been abandoned. She will create a new list and send it to Mr. Damiano to distribute via email. 
c. Water Users Group 

i.  Review of outreach to non-organized groups: Mary Fahey reported that all applications were in. 

ii. Update on appointments: They were all appointed
iii   Discuss/set meeting dates

There was brief discussion on how to set these dates in conjunction with the GWC meetings. They will be held two weeks prior to GWC meetings.  Suggestion made to make Water Ordinance the first thing on the agenda. First WU meeting is scheduled for June 12th 2014 location at CIP. 
d. Technical Support Team
i. Update on activities: Mr. Messina gave a brief overview of the TST meeting. He explained that the TST was to be called on for every component and report to the GWC. He referred to the seven charts that were given out at that meeting. They went over the tasks of the TST, groundwater monitoring, networking, groundwater quality and land subsidence in Colusa County. The next TST meeting is set for March 27th at 10:00 am.
ii. Preliminary groundwater recovery results from 2012 transfers: 
· Mr. Messina reports there is no new information from the East side, but it’s not due from them until the end of the month. So they will look at it again. More information on the monitoring wells graph was requested by Mrs. Marsh. The graph currently shows how the wells responded to pumping and recovery.
iii. DWR Update (Roy Hull, Department of Water Resources, Northern District)
· Roy Hull reports they will be monitoring next week. Handout and presentation was given. Colusa Basin is a “Medium Ranked Basin”. Analysis or results from DWR will be available in June. Discussion followed on 6 extensometers in Colusa. Roy mentions there is no funding to monitor these extensometers. Lester made suggestion to move land subsidence discussion to item gii on agenda. 
e. MOUs with water purveyors 

i. Discussion on draft MOU and accompanying letter
· Denise Carter requested the County Council and Board of Supervisors to approve the MOU before the Water Users Group sign it. Mary Fahey mentions she will get input from the County Council before putting it together and will distribute it. 
f. Annual Statement of Goals and Objectives – (See Bylaws, page 4 under “Annual Goals.”)

i. Discussion of desired accomplishments for this year 
1. WUG fully seated 
· Still looking for a few more. Commissioner Erdman contacted RD108 to see if they have one more to represent the settlement area.
2. MOUs adopted 
3. GW ordinance modification 
· Commissioner Erdman suggests establishing new goals for September meeting.
4. Begin monitoring program elements
5. Other

g. Commissioners 
i. Commissioner Appointments 

1. Commissioner Morris’ term expires March 24, 2014 

ii. Items for next agenda
· Mr. Messina suggested adding subsidence information to the next agenda. Complete report from the consultants on transfers.

3. ADJOURNMENT 
· Moved to adjourn by Commissioner Marsh. Motion was seconded. 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:50pm. Next meeting date is June 26, 2014
TO THOSE WHO PARTICIPATE IN COMMISSION PROCEEDINGS: California Government Code Section 84308 requires you to disclose campaign contributions to Groundwater Management Commissioners if they amount to $250 or more and were made within the last twelve months. Please announce your applicable campaign contributions when you speak. Any disabled person needing special accommodation to participate in the Commission proceeding is requested to contact the Colusa County Agriculture Department prior to meeting and arrangements will be made to accommodate you.

