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COUNTY OF COLUSA

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

GROUNDWATER COMMISSION

100 Sunrise Boulevard Suite F

Colusa, CA 95932

Lorraine Marsh | Jeff Moresco | Mark Morris | Bruce Rolen | Darrin Williams
REGULAR MEETING OF THE COLUSA COUNTY GROUNDWATER COMMISSION

Location: 
Colusa County Farm Bureau 
520 Market Street, Colusa, CA 95932

Date:


September 11, 2014
Meeting Minutes
1. CALL TO ORDER 
Vice Chair Marsh called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.
a. Pledge of Allegiance

b. Introductions

In attendance:

Julie Reische, Wood Rodgers

Lester Messina

Mary Fahey, Colusa County Department of Agriculture

Jim Perdue, landowner

Bill Ehorn, Department of Water Resources

Ben Reische, Colusa County Department of Agriculture

Denise Carter, Colusa County Supervisor

Gregory White, City of Williams

Suzie Dawley, Colusa County Environmental Health

John Garner, Colusa County Farm Bureau

Kim Gallagher, landowner

Rob Meyer, landowner

Ben Carter, Landowner

Todd Manley, Northern California Water Association

Carrie Paullus, Colusa Drain Mutual Water Company
c. Roll Call

Commissioner present: Lorraine Marsh, Bruce Rolen, Jeff Moresco, Mark Morris, Darrin Williams
Commissioners absent: none
d. Acceptance of Agenda

Moved by Commissioner Rolen, second by Commissioner Moresco to accept the agenda, motion passed unanimously

e. Approval of Minutes 
April 15, 2014 – Moved by Moresco to approve, second by Rolen, passed unanimously

May 8, 2014 Special Meeting - Moved by Rolen to approve, second by Moresco, passed unanimously

May 16, 2014 Special Meeting - Moved by Rolen to approve, second by Morris, passed unanimously 
June 26, 2014 - Moved by Moresco to approve, second by Morris, passed unanimously
f. Comments by Commissioners

Commissioner Morris asked for a report on well outages. Ms. Fahey and Suzie Dawley reported on one well at Arbuckle PUD that had gone dry, as well as a cluster of wells near the golf course in Arbuckle. Bill Ehorn, DWR, also mentioned the website for the Office of Emergency Services as a resource for reporting well outages and also receiving information on well outages Statewide.
g. Period of Public Comment

Jim Perdue, landowner in the Arbuckle area, commented on his domestic well outage and inquired about his rights. He expressed concern about what will happen next year if the drought continues and had questions regarding Warren Act transfers. Discussion ensued regarding water rights and pending legislation.
2. GENERAL BUSINESS 
a. Recognize Commissioner Jim Erdman’s service to the Colusa County Groundwater Commission
Supervisor Carter read and presented a Proclamation recognizing Jim Erdman’s service to the Colusa County Groundwater Commission. The Proclamation was signed by the Board of Supervisors on July 29, 2014 and presented to Jim’s daughter, Kim Gallagher and son-in-law, Rob Meyer.
b. Welcome new Commissioner, Darrin Williams
The Commission officially welcomed our newest Commissioner, Darrin Williams
c. Set Terms of Office to comply with Bylaws of the Groundwater Commission
Discussion was held to set terms of office of each Commission member to comply with Commission By-laws which specify that no two Commissioners’ terms shall expire in the same year. Expiration dates are as follows: Morris: 3.24.15; Rolen: 3.24.16; Marsh: 3.24.17; Moresco: 3.24.18; Williams: 3.24.19

d. Discussion and possible action to appoint Chair and Vice Chair
It was moved by Rolen to appoint Marsh as Commission Chair, second by Morris, passed unanimously.
It was moved by Morris to appoint Rolen as Vice Chair, second by Moresco, passed unanimously.
3. STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 
a. Report on Water Users Group activities
Ms. Fahey gave an update on the Water Users Group. They have had two meetings since the last Commission meeting and they are reviewing and editing the current County Groundwater Ordinance. Their focus will likely change with the pending legislation but Ms. Fahey noted that they have not been wasting time working on the Ordinance because everyone is getting familiar with the GMP, the Ordinance and the pending legislation. The group is working really well together and having some very productive meetings and good discussions.

b. Report on Technical Support Team activities
Julie Reische gave an update on TST activities. She is working on updating groundwater elevation data, and looking at data gaps in the monitoring network. The TST is primarily looking at groundwater levels now, and will start looking at gw quality next. The ultimate goal is to establish qualitative BMOs. The TST is looking at the well network from the GMP and the CASGEM network, and from there they will determine where the data gaps exist. Ms. Fahey mentioned that when we identify our data gaps, we will look for funding opportunities as a resource to install new monitoring wells.
c. Update on MOUs with water purveyors
Ms. Fahey updated the Commission on the current signatories to the Groundwater MOU: RD 108, CCWD, RD 1004, TCCA, Maxwell ID, Westside WD, and CDMWC will consider the MOU at their November Board meeting. Ms. Fahey continues to take the MOU to the District Board meetings as time allows.
4. INFORMATION ONLY

a. Presentation on Summer Groundwater Measurements

Bill Ehorn, Department of Water Resources, provided a powerpoint presentation on current groundwater levels in Colusa County. Topics discussed included:  geology, water year index, summer groundwater measurements and information on the DWR Groundwater Information Center website where there is a wealth of information. Hydrographs and maps were presented, and not surprisingly, groundwater levels are down throughout the county, and remarkably so in the southern portion of the county.
b. 2:30 - Presentation on Groundwater Legislation
Todd Manley, Northern California Water Association (NCWA) spoke to the group about the implications of the pending groundwater legislation and the work that NCWA has been conducting regarding the legislation. There are 3 bills and all must be approved as a package. NCWA’s stance on legislation is to oppose unless amended. Mr. Manley felt certain that the Governor will sign the legislation. Some of NCWA’s concerns include: 

· Originally the legislation was to only apply to basins in overdraft – that has changed.

· Concerns that the State can easily step in- it is not clear exactly what will trigger this

· A major concern is language stating that the State can step in if there is “significant” impact on surface water flows resulting from groundwater depletion – NCWA considers this to be a huge overreach.

· Concerns about what the “Sustainability Agencies,” will look like.

· Sustainability Plan requirements are yet to be determined.

· Where is the money going to come from to assist Counties to comply with the new regulations?

The next step will be development of regulations. Depending on the outcome, this could be good or could be disastrous. There will be a stakeholder-based advisory committee working on this. Deadlines are yet to be determined.

Mr. Manley praised Colusa County for being pro-active by conducting Commission, WUG and TST meetings and working to implement the GMP. We are in good shape and way ahead of the game compared to some other counties.
5. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS (*action item)
a. Discussion and possible action to adopt Annual Statement of Goals and Objectives
It was moved by Commissioner Rolen to table this item until the next meeting, and seconded by Williams, passed unanimously.  

b. Items for next agenda
Suggested items for the next meeting are to address the Goals and Objectives, and discuss CASGEM.
Commissioner Williams suggested that with the pending legislation that we schedule another meeting prior to our regularly scheduled meeting on December 11. The Commissioners agreed and the next meeting was scheduled for October 23rd at 1:30, location TBD. Housekeeping items will be addressed at the October meeting, and at the December meeting, staff will arrange a presentation from DWR on fall groundwater measurements.
6. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

The next meeting date is October 23, 2014 at 1:30, location TBD.

