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2014 Sustainable GW Management Legislation

Requires that a groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) be adopted
for the most important groundwater basins in California

 Limited to “high & medium priority basins”
127 out of 515 basins in the state

 Adjudicated basins are exempt, except for
minimal reporting

« “Low & very low priority” basins are exempt,
though they are encouraged to adopt plans.

Basin Priority will be updated in

January 2015 to include impacts to
habitat and stream flow




2014 Sustainable GW Management Legislation

Establishes a timetable for adoption of GSPs
« By 2017, local groundwater sustainability agencies (GSA) must be
Identified.
By 2020, overdrafted basins must be covered by a groundwater
sustainability plan (GSP). Other high & medium priority basins not in

overdraft must have plans by 2022.
« By 2040, each high & medium priority basin must achieve sustainability,

though this can be extended by 10 years for good cause.
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2014 Sustainable GW Management Legislation

« Empowers local agencies to manage their basins sustainably
 Gives local agencies new authority to:
« Adopt and enforce rules,
 Require registration of groundwater wells,
« Measure and manage groundwater extraction,
 Require reporting of use and assessment of fees
« Request revisions of groundwater basin boundaries.

« “Local agency” means any local public agency that has water

supply, water management, or land us responsibilities within a
groundwater basin.

¥ COLUSA COUNTY




2014 Sustainable GW Management Legislation

Establishes Basic Requirements for GSPs:

 Description of physical setting

« |dentification of groundwater conditions: (levels, quality,
subsidence, groundwater — surface water interaction)

 Historic and projected water demands and supplies

« Maps: basin and agency boundaries, recharge areas.

« Measurable Objectives with Interim Milestones (every 5 yrs) to
achieve sustainability in 20 yrs.

 Description of how GSP is given consideration in General Plans

Groundwater Levels for Well 15N03W35G001M

@ Specific: Objectives must be clearly defined (not Long-term goals
vague, but as precise as possible). \ J

KPI).
Accepted: Targets must be accepted by the Medium-term |
recipients or be appropriate. goals
@ Reasonable: Targets have to be possible and '
feasible, [

Depth (ft)

Short-term goals -




2014 Sustainable GW Management Legislation

 Establishes a definition of “sustainable groundwater management”
“The management and use of groundwater in a manner that can be
maintained during the planning and implementation horizon without causing
undesirable results.”

e Establishes a definition of “Undesirable Results”

Chronic lowering of gw levels indicating a significant and unreasonable
depletion of supply if continued over the planning and implementation
horizon.

Significant and unreasonable reduction in groundwater storage
Significant and unreasonable degradation of water quality

Significant and unreasonable land subsidence that significantly interferes
with surface land uses

Surface water depletions that have significant and unreasonable adverse
Impacts on beneficial uses of surface water




2014 Sustainable GW Management Legislation

 Provides for a limited state role
« DWR will evaluate groundwater sustainability plans within two
years of submission.
o State Water Board may temporarily intervene in four limited
circumstance.
« No governance structure for a basin after 2 Y2 years
 No plan after five years (overdrafted basins) or ten years
(other basins)
 Plan is inadequate and the basin has serious groundwater
problems
 Local agency has not adequately implemented the plan and
the basin has serious groundwater problems

o State Board must return control to local agencies as soon as they
adopt an adequate plan.

o State Board may limit its temporary control to the portion of the basm
not being managed.




2014 Sustainable GWM Near-Term Timeline

DWR adopts regulations to revise basin boundaries

Adjudicated basins submit final judgment to DWR DWR publishes Bulletin 118- Interim Update

and begin submitting annual reports to DWR with updated Basin Boundaries, updated Basin
Prioritization, and reissues (as needed) basins
subject to critical conditions of overdraft

Local Agencies may no DWR adopts regulations for evaluating

longer adopt or update and implementing GSPs and coordination
GMPs for high and agreements and DWR adopts regulations DWR publishes BMPs for sustainable management of groundwater
medium priority basins for evaluating alternatives to GSPs.

Alternative to a GSP due to DWR
DWR publishes
report on water avail-
able for groundwater
replenishment ' ==
Establish GSAs (or equivalent) for all
high and medium priority basins

DWR updates basin
prioritization. **

DWR identifies basins
subject to critical conditions
of overdraft.

County must affirm or disaffirm responsibility
as GSA if no GSA has been established

Board may hold a hearing to designate
a basin as "probationary” if a GSA or
approved alternative is not established

Board adopts a fee
schedule for “state back-
stop” related costs

Water Board Action

DWR Action

Board begins collection of annual reports from
persons extracting more than two acre feet per
Local Action year from areas not managed by a GSA.

Joint Water Board and DWR Action

Groundwater Management Plan —
Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Groundwater Sustainability Plan




2014 Sustainable GWM Expanded Timeline

DWR adopts regulations to revise basin boundaries

Adjudicated basins submit final judgment to DWR
and begin submitting annual reports to DWR

DWR publishes Bulletin 118- Int

im Update

Groundwater Legislation Timeline

Local Agencies may no
longer adopt or update
GMPs for high and

medium prierity basins

with updated Basin Boundaries, updated Basin
Prioritization, and reissues (as needed) basins
subject to critical conditions of overdraft

DWR adopts regulations for evaluating
and implementing GSPs and coordination
agreements and DWR adopts regulations
for evaluating alternatives to GSPs

DWR publishes BMPs for sustainable management of groundwater.

DWR updates basin
prioritization. **

DWR identifies basins
subject to critical conditions
of overdraft

Board may hold a hearing to designate
a basin as “probationary” if a GSA or
approved alternative is not established

Alternative to a GSP due to DWR
DWR publishes
report on water avail-
able for groundwater
replenishment

Establish GSAs (or equivalent) for all
high and medium priority basins

County must affirm or disaffirm respansibility
as GSA if no GSA has been established

2019 20

Jan 31, 2020

Board may hold a hearing to designate

a critically-overdrafted basin as
probationary” if DWR, in consultation with
the Board, determines that the GSP is

Board adopts a fee
schedule for “state back-
stop related costs

DWR publishes Bulletin 118- Comprehensive Update

High and medium pricrity basins identified
subject to critical conditions of overdraft
must be managed under a GSP.

On April 1 following GSP adoption and
annually thereafter, GSAs provide report
on progress towards sustainability to DWR.

2021

All other high and medium prierity basins
must be managed under a GSP.

On April 1 following GSP adoption and
annually thereafter, GSAs provide report on
progress towards sustainability to DWR

Jan 2021 Jan 31, 2022

Board may begin developing interim
plans for critically overdrafted
probationary basins” one year after
the probationary designation, if the

Board may hold a hearing to designate

a high and medium priority basin as
probationary” if DWR, in consultation with
the Board, determines that the GSP is

Water Board Action

De 5, 201

DWR Action A

Board begins collection of annual reports from
persons extracting more than two acre feet per
year from areas not managed by a GSA

Joint Water Board and DWR Action

Local Action

Groundwater Management Plan

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Groundwater Sustainability Plan

Best Management Practices

Elements to be documented in Bulletin 118 Updates

Basin prioritization will be updated prior to each
Bulletin 118 Update (estimated to be every 5 years)

inadequate or will not achieve sustainability

Jan 1, 2018

Board may begin to develop interim plans if a local agency has not
remedied the deficiency that resulted in the “probationary basin
status. The Board consults with DWR

Probationary basins may petition for un-designation. The Board
consults with DWR to determine if the petition is complete. The

Board acts on the petition within 90 days of submittal

Board, in consultation with the DWR,
determines that a local agency has
not remedied the deficiency that
resulted in the probationary status

inadequate or will not achieve sustainability

| Janl,2025 |

Board may designate a basin as
probationary” if DWR, in consultation

with the Board, determines that the GSP

is inadequate or not being implemented
correctly, and the Board determines that the
basin is in a condition where groundwater
extractions result in significant depletion of
interconnected surface waters

October 2014




2014 Sustainable GW Management Legislation

Summary:

 Establishes new state policy for sustainable management of
groundwater resources

 Requires sustainable groundwater management for High & Medium
priority basins

 Establishes basic requirements for Groundwater Sustainability Plans
« Empowers local agencies to manage their basins sustainably
« Does not alter or determine any surface water rights

 Does not alter the State Water Resources existing authority under
current law

* Provides for temporary State intervention in limited circumstances g&a,




Questions?

DWR Groundwater Information Center:
http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/index.cfm
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